
. Elk Island 
Logos 

Society 

MINUTES OF THE ELK ISLAND LOGOS SOCIETY 
BOARD MEETING 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 14, 2020- 7:00 p.m. at WESTBORO 

ATTENDEES: See Schedule "A" attached hereto 

1. The meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m. by Michael who welcomed all present. Michael opened 
the meeting with an opening prayer. 

2. Personal introductions of those present followed. 

3. At the outset of the meeting, the quorum, a simple majority of the members of the board, was 
present and that quorum was maintained throughout the meeting. 

4. Jenn requested that 2.2.2 of the Consent Agenda be pulled. 

5. Michael asked if the board was in favour of approving the Consent Agenda minus 2.2.2. As there 
were no objections, he moved that the Consent Agenda be adopted as amended. Please see 
Schedule "B" attached. 

David Hay seconded. All in favour. CARRIED 

6. Board Members Reports 

6.1.1. President's Report (Michael) 
Karen and I have been working on locating and archiving documents and have found 
new information thanks to Erin Tomkins. All will be archived electronically as the bylaws 
require. According to what we have found, and as advised by Mary Christenson as a 
founding member, there has never been an official agreement with Elk Island Public 
Schools (EIPS) but rather a proposal which had been presented and accepted. We are 
looking into if an official agreement should be in place; Mike Lastiwka, Principal of 
Westboro school, has been assigned by EIPS to assist in this area regarding 
communication between the Society as EIPS. I would personally prefer more official 
documentation to be set in place. 

I recently responded to a Grandmother with regard to assisting her with reasons to 
convince her children to put her grandkids into the Logos program. I have also been 
approached by others with questions. If you are ever approached by a parent, due to 
your affiliation with the Logos Society, and regarding the Logos program, advise that 
they should speak to the teachers first and then to administration, as it is not our 
jurisdiction. 
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We will be puttin 1· · I · g a po icy into Pace to help with handoffs to the incoming members; 
July 31st will be listed as the date to transition all from the outgoing members to the 
incoming members. August 1'1 will become the incoming members official start date. A 
policy will also be created regarding how the teachers should cover the how and why of 
affirmations. 

Michael then recognized the school reps for all the work they do and all the daily effort 
they put in. Big thanks! 

6.1.2. Fundraising (Jenn) 
The last Nitza's fundraiser did not do well. It was at least 50% less than previous Nitza's 
fundraisers; totally a profit for us of only $827.20. 

She proposed a new fundraiser for the spring which has been done by another school in 
Sherwood Park; Art Cards by Kids. It includes art on puzzles, phone covers, etc. 
Approximately a 40% profit margin. There will be administration and shipping fees. No 
upfront costs. They send all the cardstock materials needed. The teachers would have 
the students do the art in class as it must be on the provided cardstock. Sample cards 
will be sent home. Orders are then all placed online. This is a Canadian company. 
Product would be shipped to Jenn's home. No minimums. 

Michael suggested to let the teachers discuss this first. Michael will forward the website 
information to the teacher reps; Artcardsbykids.com. 

Tracy Russell asked about what mediums would be allowed; seems all are allowed. 
Brighter and bolder colours are suggested. Must colour just outside the lines for a fully 
coloured final product. Gluing is permitted to a certain final depth. No glitter. 

We will seek feedback from the teachers and go from there. Thinking of proceeding at 
some point in March, if we have the go ahead, as it takes about 2 months to get the 
product back. 

Further communication will occur via email. 

6.1.3. Communications 
6.1.3.1. Website 

Website views peak with fundraisers with almost all the traffic being to thee-
commerce functionality. A few people do check out the meeting dates or 
executive team pages, but not many. The website is definitely a place to find 
further information OR process payments. It doesn't draw much traffic on its 
own. Well over 50% of payments are going through the website. 
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6.1.3.2. Facebook 

Still the top drawing medium and best place to draw people. We have planned a 
membership drive on Facebook later in January, and we'll promote a newsletter 
coming out. 

6.1.3.3. Newsletter 
We will be putting out a newsletter in January; content not confirmed yet. 
Should we still be providing a paper copy to go home with students or provide 
an online copy and inform membership/ parents by emails and Facebook? The 
schools have been emailing everyone. What do you think? 

Michael asked Mike Lastiwka approximately how many parents open the 
Westboro newsletter links ... he advised that with regard to the newsletter that 
went out on Friday of last week, 91 families have already viewed it on the 
website. Mike suggested sending out an email with a short information blast. 
Michael advised that only half of the Logos families have provided an email link. 

Further discussed paper vs. online vs. email. Decided we will send a paper copy 
home this next month, but this may change in the future. 

6.1.3.4. EIPS Communications 
Since the last executive meeting, I've met with the EIPS communications 
department. As part of that meeting I discovered they came up with our 
current logo. I had them send me all the original artwork they had. We now 
have lots of versions of our logo from them. 

They also put together all the original handbooks. We're working with them to 
refresh them all while including the school board in the process. More 
information as this unfolds. 

They can design almost anything for us, including posters for churches, etc., we 
then provide the content, and then we pay for printing. Since our meeting, they 
have put together a few promotional designs for us. Attached to this report 
(see Schedule "C") are the proofs for a business card (won't be pursuing those), 
a bookmark, a post card and some signage. If we like these and want to order 
any, we can at EIPS rates through Vistaprint. I think bookmarks (if they aren't 
too expensive) would be a great thing to get out to the elementary schools as an 
identification tool. Please look at the proofs and provide me with any thoughts 
you have. Any work they do for us doesn't cost us anything. 

Michael would like to get bookmarks printed if the price is right; we will start 
with approximately 1000 of a mix which will include an amended version for the 
junior high kids. 

EIPS Communications suggested postcards next. 

Minutes of the EILS Board Meeting of January 14, 2020 3 I P a g e 



EIPS Communications has asked that we keep them informed of any public 
facing information we put out and include their logo if it has anything to do with 
the in school Alternative Program. 

Tracy requested that the teachers all receive electronic versions of the logos; 
Michael will send the whole package out to the teacher reps for distribution. 

6.1.4. Membership 
6.1.4.1. Online Membership 

This was the first year we allowed for online membership signup. 51 families 
used the Online registration, 50 of which have paid using PayPal. One 
mentioned they would send in a cheque. This accounts for 89 Students 
registered in the Logos Christian Alternative Program. Currently 45 of the 
families have said they would allow contact and have been added to MailChimp. 

6.1.4.2. Offl ine Memberships 
At least one school rep has mentioned they have had offline membership forms 
come in. Please get these to Michael so he can enter them in the database and 
process payments. 27 offline forms were given to Michael at the meeting. 

6.1.4.3. How do we get people to sign up? 
Currently we have received approximately $1,200 in membership fees (once 
PayPal fees are extracted). If we assume 400 students in the program, we have 
approximately 25% paying membership fees. It might be worth some 
discussion on whether we should make memberships free but add a program 
fee of $10-$15 per student. Assuming 400 students, a $15 fee would bring in 
an additional $6000. 

One identity of and differentiator for our program is that we do not have 
student fees like other Christian school programs do. I'm not certain it would 
benefit us to lose this distinction. 

Membership is also not required to be part of our program rather it's a 
fundraiser. So honestly, there's no real reason for people to sign up. I'm not 
sure if there's a way for us to mandate/ enforce a requirement as the school 
system likely wouldn't remove people for not being members. We can start 
that discussion with them if we want to go that way. 

The question remains, how do we get people to sign up as members of the 
society? Do we impose a fee? Right now, it is a $25 optional registration fee. 

Michael is currently acting as the date entry clerk but by next year will have set 
up a system whereby families can renew membership online with the click of a 
button. 

Michael advised that from a privacy perspective, we can't know which student is 
in which class and we cannot send Society emails without family authorization. 
The email information contained in PowerSchool cannot be used for anything to 
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do with fees and is for general school information. Currently only 4 Logos 
families have opted out of email communication. 

Emails with regards to fundraisers, that have been approved by administration, 
are allowed to be sent outside of the Logos email framework. 

It was then discussed that perhaps the forms be handed out on the first day of 
school and that we advise the parents that 100% of the collected $25 
membership fees will be returned to the teachers and the classrooms to help 
finance the Logos distinction which includes resources such as videos, books, 
pamphlets, speakers, etc. Any monies needed for outside the classroom would 
come from the fundraisers so the statement would be accurate. 

7. New Business: 

7.1. Halloween Alternative Activity Survey Results 

I thought it would be good to see how the Teachers felt about the Field Trip. I sent out 
the survey link to 18 people. The BWD and WBO teachers, both school Principals and 
some Logos Board members I knew volunteered. I had a couple questions on whether 
the link could be shared with other volunteers (parents) and said sure. We had 19 
responses to the survey before I closed it at noon on Nov 7th • As nobody marked "didn't 
attend", I'd guess at least 5 responses here are from non-board parents. 

I present the responses unedited. Not all respondents answered all questions. 
Two things specifically stuck out to me ... Everyone thought a good job was done and the 
diversity of opinions on the last question. 

Which 'event' did you attend? Overall, how wou ld you rate the event'? 
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How org11nlzed w.n the event1 Do you feel this event Is worth tontlnuh1'7 (doer. It ~upport our objec ... 

~11 
b ·,uo,tlt ,.. .... 

~·~'"''"' 

What did you like about the event? 

It was a fun and active way to spend the afternoon! The kids look forward to it and LOVE 
it! I like that it's with Westboro as well. 

My mother attended (my son's Nana). She said the kids had a riot and didn't think 
anything better could have been chosen. My son was exhausted ... when he got home he 
fell asleep! 

I loved the option of the children being able to play with new friends or friends from 
other classes. Or their siblings. 

Students were engaged for the entire event with options for quiet or active time. 

Kids are active. 

Well organized 

I think outings like this are great for the kids and so much fun! 

The kids seemed to have lots of fun and got the play with friends in other grades. 

The kids love to play and get out a lot of energy. Nice to have an alternative to the dress 
up at school. 

Close to get to. New facility is clean and large. Kids had fun even without the waves of 
Millennium and slide at the Kinsmen. Lots of toys, float things, and laughter. Safer. 

Event other than Halloween. 

Community building, connections. 

Our students were working out a lot of their energy and having fun on a very exciting 
day! Loved the quiet area and water supplied for our kids. 

We'll organized, easy for staff. 

Well organized, off-limit areas were clearly marked and supervised, positive feedback 
from students, lots of parent volunteer support, able to come together with other 
LOGOS programs/schools . 
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Easy entertainment for the kids. No limit in parent volunteers and they can bring their 
younger children. 

There was lots of space for the kids at Emerald Hills. Very fun! 

What did you dislike about the event? 

The coffee (mostly joking :). There wasn't any aspect I disliked. 

Nothing. It was well organized. Every child had a labeled bottle of water provided. 
There was colouring/Lego etc. for those who did not want to run and play as much. It 
was well supervised .. .. every part was great! 

If the event continues, maybe consider some other options instead of All-Stars/pool. 

Noisy, kids got overwhelmed. A lot of kids celebrate Halloween anyway, very hot for 
kids 

A bit crazy with so many kids in one space but expected craziness. 

I would like to revisit whether the event is needed. The strong majority of my class went 
trick-or-treating, hosted Halloween parties (and asked to hand out invites during class) 
and wanted to share about their costumes. I think that this may be an opportunity to be 
a part of the non-Christian community while still making it a teaching point to students 
on where the boundaries of participation lie. 

Was there any information that would have been helpful to know before the event? 

I feel as though we had all our ducks in a row. I am assuming you knew how many 
volunteers there were between BWD and WBO. Providing both teacher reps with the 
final numbers for volunteers would be helpful so we could have asked for more 
volunteers if needed. We had good supervisor coverage this year. 

Where the volunteers were needed. Wrist bands on the bus. Where the coffee was for 
volunteers. Kids should wear light clothing. 

I'm happy that we changed back to All-Stars. That issue was dealt with swiftly and 
respectfully once it had been brought up. Other than that, I felt well prepared for the 
event. 

9 Other Responses saying they knew everything they needed to ... (variations of). 

Do you feel this event is worth continuing? (does it support our objective of resourcing 
teachers ... ) 

I think that the Money spent on this activity could be spent better to achieve Logos 
objectives. It's a pricey afternoon, first off, and secondly, from speaking to other 
parents, I found that the vast majority would be fine not only with their kids at school on 
Halloween but participating in the dress up activities. I feel that although the kids love it 
(the afternoon away from School) and I enjoy volunteering it isn't necessary. 
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This is the absolute best way to spend Halloween afternoon. I've had parents from the 
regular program tell me how they wish their child's class had something like this too! My 
son went to the pool this year because he is in grade 4. They also had a blast, both kids 
were worn out and said they LOVED the day I 

Great job, thank you for organizing this event for our children 11 

As I'm new to the LOGOS program, I felt this was a good option for the kids, but I 
wonder if there could be a choice given to parents if they wish to send their children for 
the alternate activity or remain at the school. 

I would have liked to select yes and no. This is a difficult question and feel it may be 
suited to put out to all families. No, in that I don't feel as though it fits in the objective of 
resourcing teachers to create a classroom environment that encourages spiritual 
formation based on Christian principles. Yes, in that it respects what seems to be a small 
minority of families that do not participate in dressing up and going trick or treating. 

I truly feel that we follow the principles that the Logos program follows. I feel that we do 
not need to leave the school on Halloween to lose our Christian values. Almost all of our 
students dress up for Halloween and go trick-or-treating anyways. Dressing up for 
Halloween is not turning away from Jesus, we do it just for fun. We can show respect to 
different people and different traditions they have. The students would have fun by 
participating in the Halloween at school rather than leaving. 

I think is a good way to keep kids separated from the Halloween events happening at the 
school. Not necessary as it is a great opportunity to talk about our faith and what we 
believe. 

I think this is a great event, I also like that they don't come across scary costumes and 
feel like school is a safe and fun place 

I really appreciate having an alternate event that does not glorify Halloween. So nice to 
have a few dads in attendance to help in the change room. 

I love the event. If we decide that it is vital to our values and beliefs that we continue to 
host an alternative event, then "Yes" definitely it is worth continuing. Personally, I 
believe that Halloween is a chance to interact with our communities, build relationships 
with our neighbours, teach our children to have proper manners when meeting 
strangers, have some fun using our imaginations and dressing up as our favourite 
characters and, yes, getting some candy. It starts the conversation of intention behind 
our actions and honouring God in everything we do and learning the boundaries for 
participating in the world. Jesus was the primary example of living in the world without 
being corrupted by it and we need to teach that same lesson to our students and 
children rather than segregating them off. 

It distracts the kids from 'Halloween' and all that it implies. The kids see it as a 'treat' to 
Go to a place like this. 

Thank you Logos families! 
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7.2. Hannah asked if a school is allowed to run a fundraiser along with the Logos classes? 
Michael advised that we are currently clarifying our alternative program distinction with 
EIPS partly due to this. With tighter budgets coming, there is fundraising exhaustion; 
more needs to be pushed through administration now. So, yes we can, but it needs to 
be vetted properly through the administration of the school so they're aware of how 
they're being represented because the Logos students are students of individual school 
communities and we need to be sure we're correctly representing the schools where 
the fundraisers are. Mike advised that we also need to be sure that we are not 
bombarding parents with fundraisers that are school wide at the same time as 
fundraisers that are Logos centered as it becomes confusing as to which area is 
benefitting from each fundraiser. He also advised that the apple fundraiser, for 
example, is an exception as it is a fundraiser that parents don't care where the money is 
going as they just want to order the produce. It's a case by case situation. 

7.3. Randy advised that they at Sherwood Heights are planning a Mustard Seed visit on 
February 11th and will be doing a bottle drive fundraiser. He will clear this through 
administration and will cc Jenn so that the Society is in the loop. 

Randy also advised that a February 4th chapel date has been set for Sherwood Heights. 

He announced his retirement at the end of the school year. 

7.4. Theresa advised of a Brentwood chapel date change to January 28th
· 

8. Next meeting - Tuesday, March 10, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. at Sherwood Heights. 

9. Michael closed the meeting in prayer. Jenn moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:13 p.m. 

MINUTES SUBMITTED BY: 

Date: -t-fl6,AL.~ =----1,- =-1-L~ 
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SCHEDULE "A" 
TO THE MINUTES OF THE EILS BOARD MEETING 
oF ,Jar"bri1 Ii, o7o&o 

FIRST AND LAST NAME AFFILIATION WITH LOGOS 

• 



LElk Island 
ogos 

' Society 

SCHEDULE "B" 

THE ELK ISLAND LOGOS SOCIETY 
CONSENT AGENDA 

TO BE APPROVED AT THE MEETING OF THE BOARD ON 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 14, 2020 

1. Minutes of the October 8, 2019 Board meeting were reviewed and are accepted as presented. 

2. Standing Items: 
2.1 School Reports 

2.1.1 Brentwood Elementary (Hannah) 

Elk island membership forms were sent out to families along with the logos society 

letter 

Affirmation forms for grade 4 were signed in class and grades 5 and 6 were updated 

Parent commitment forms were sent home for kindergarten and updated for grades 1 
through 3. I am still awaiting for a few to return. 

Bless the staff baking event November 27'h 

Brentwood School council is looking for ways to get more parents involved, also lots of 
discussion over budget cuts. 

November 26th Chapel led by grade 2 class 
December 17th Chapelled by grade 3 class 

We held our semi-annual Nizza's Pizza fundraiser 

Grade 5 lead the food bank and clothing drive reminding us that there are other who 
are less fortunate than us. It is great to see all the effort put in by students and parents. 

December 16th annual ski trip for the whole school. 

Christian author. Great experience for teachers and children alike . 
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2.1.2 Westboro Elementary 

Membership Forms that were returned have been forwarded to Kee la (Treasurer) in 
December 

Affirmation Forms - have been updated-working on Kindergarten still, rest are 
organized in binder. Can send remindertothe few in each class who have not returned . 
Grades 4-6 students have signed and are in binder. 

November Christian Author Visit- Christie Thomas 

Nitza's Pizza Fundraiserin December 

Staff held a "Making Christmas Merry Campaign" involving whole school sponsoring 3 
families with gifts and food donations for Christmas. Well done! (Mrs. Bouwers/Mrs. 
Groten) 

Bless the Teachers : 
Interviews-Cookies 
Dec. Staff Meeting-Cookies 
Jan Staff Meeting-Vegetable Tray (Parent Council sending Fruit Tray as collaborative 
effort) 

January Dates: 
Tuesday Jan 14 - Logos Society Meeting at Westboro 7 pm 
Wednesday Jan 15 - Chapel at 1 pm 

2.1.3 Sherwood Heights (Melanie) 

Bless the Staff on November 4th · we did a candy bowl for the staff. 

Mid-January, we are planning to do a little baking 

Mid-March, we have plans fora chocolate fondue. We will be looking forparentsto 
send food in forth is one. 

Chapel on November 25th - Pastor Clint from Trinity Baptist spoke 

December 18th · Pastor Mark from Mt. Ol ivet Lutheran spoke 

Weekly Bible study happens every Thursday in Room 106 at lunch with Pastor Clint. Still 
working on a possible date fora combined chapel with grade 6 classes. 
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2.2 Board Members Reports 

2.2.1 Treasurer's Report (Keela) 
Nothing to report 

2.2.2 Fundraising (Jenn) 
Nothing to report 

2.2.3 Prayer(Kerry) 

As per the October EILS minutes, praying for a specific grade or grades each month has 
not been implemented this year as Kerry was unable to get teachers on board in a 
timely manner. If we agree that this is a good idea for the 2020-2021 school year, we 
will need to speak with the School and Teacher Reps either before school starts in 
August, or during the first week of school in order to ensure there is enough time to 
implementthis plan. 

The last Prayer Meeting was held on December 9, 2019 at the home of Kerry Schnell. 
Besides Kerry, there was one other person in attendance. 

The January Prayer Meeting is to be held on Monday, January 13th at 9:00 a.m. at Kerry 
& Michael Schnell's house. This has been posted on the Logos Face book Page and 
emailed to the EILS Executive. 

Prayer Meetings aren't well-attended this year. If you have any suggestions for change 
or improvement, please let Kerry know. Meeting times and dates can be a bit more 
flexible if necessary! 

2.2.4 Christian Resources (Leanne) 
Nothing to report 

CONSENT AGENDA SUBMITTED BY: 

Date : /I fJ._o~O 
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Elk Island Public Schools 
Logos Christian program: 
-:I: follows the Alberta curriculum 

LU provides instruction from a faith-based perspective 

is fully funded 

is non-denominational f~t -~~•-•,:-,"_.,·; ·: .. ,, ' i 
open to students in kindergarten to Grade 9 

0 offered at Brentwood Elementary, Sherwood Heights Junior High 
and Westboro Elementary 

Students ar~ activf an1 enga~~d . . . . . . . . 
Students enrolle.d in the program rer,a.in .an integral Adding faith to evfryday learning 
part of their school community. WhileJheir learning As a society, our members meet, plan, raise funds, 
is enhanced th.rough; daily. activities such as prayer, pray and serve to support teachers in delivering the 
devotional time, ~nd scripture readirigs and sing!Q~, , Logos Christian program. We focus on adding faith to 
they are actively' ,involved in many school e\/epts, · •·• everyday learning and con.tribute extra resources and 
programs.and opportunities enjoyed •b~ . .,all stug~~t~~·t,;• .! , .support to achieve that. purpose. 
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ti~~ti~n progt~Js c,ffered at: 
· Brentwood Elementary 

i!liJ a~ 

Sherwood Heights.Junior High 
Westboro El~menJai;' 

Micha~! Schnell 
B.Ed., M.Div. 

President 
Elk Island Logos Society 

president@elkislandlogos.ca 
780.318.0212 

elkislandlogos.ca 




